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Photos and descriptions of winning projects can be downloaded at www.privateplots.at/en

best private plots 07 – Die besten Gärten 2007

And the winner is…

On September 28, 2007, the winners of the international garden architecture competition best private plots 07 – Die besten Gärten 2007 were announced at the award ceremony – moderated by Mercedes Echerer – in the Loisium in Langenlois by Representative Mag. Wolfgang Sobotka. Private open spaces completed in the last ten years were recognized for their excellent design. The jury’s criteria were: design concept, artistic quality, use of plants and materials, linkage of interior and exterior space, spatial definition and structuring, technical implementation and ecological interrelationships. Emphasis was also placed on the manner in which the space can be lived in and the garden’s potential to accommodate a variety of uses. The competition was announced by Natur im Garten – Verein Lebensqualität and was open to landscape architects, architects, designers, artists, florists, landscaping firms and nurseries, as well as to garden owners, or teams consisting of a combination thereof.
1st Prize 
Jane Sarah Bihr-de Salis – Landscape Architect BSLA – Kallern, Switzerland  



Garten Lukoschus-Dinter
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The winning project is not commonplace, yet it is a simple, poetic garden. It is distinguished by its lack of visible borders and flows into the surrounding landscape. The design picks up on the hedge, a typical garden element, but simultaneously breaks with it; the interplay of openness and enclosure convinced the jury. With a small number of elements – including, for example, a floor surface made up of bone segments – this minimalist garden furnishes its owners with a space which can be used in a variety of ways. This is a garden which anyone can afford, but not everyone understands.

2nd Prize 
Ablinger, Vedral + Partner – Architects – Vienna, Austria  


Hanging Water Garden
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A steep site, difficult to build on, at the edge of Vienna, was the point of departure for this garden. The team – two architects – planned house and garden as one entity; the garden was well under wall before the house was completed. Water is the garden’s linking element, accentuating the topography as waterfall, play-beach, swimming hole and watercourse. 

3rd Prize 
Jonathan Bell/BBUK Studio – Landscape Architect – London, UK



Baron Garden

The minimalist landscape garden is situated in southern Sweden and grows right up to the house (Architect John Pawson). A gabion ha-ha separates the garden from the surrounding fields – an invisible boundary which enables a seamless transition to the landscape. The scale, materials and floor plan of this austere example of contemporary architecture, as well as the garden’s strict geometry, were inspired by the farms typical of Skane, scattered throughout the open landscape. Rectangular carpets of wildflowers connect visually with the surrounding barley and wheat fields. 

The copyright owners must be named, when using the photos in publications.
Sixty projects from fifteen countries were submitted; three prizes were awarded. The twenty-seven nominated projects are presented in the bi-lingual catalogue Internationale Beispiele zu Gartenarchitektur - best private plots 07 – Die besten Gärten 2007. The publication also contains essays by Karin Standler, Robert Froschauer, Andrea Heistinger (Team private plots), Peter Zöch and the jury members and can be ordered under info@privateplots.at. The exhibition of the nominated projects runs until November 5, 2007, at the Loisium in Langenlois.

Jurors & Speakers 2007

Gisela Steinlechner – cultural theory – Austria 

Topher Delaney – landscape architecture and art – USA

Eelco Hooftman – landscape architecture – Scotland

Christopher Bradley-Hole – landscape architecture – England

Guest jurors

Assaϊ – Cecile Daladier and Nicolas Soulier – art and architecture  – France

Winners of best private plot 06
Accompanying the award ceremony on September 28th was the symposium public spots on private plots at the Loisium Hotel in Langenlois; themes relating to private garden architecture were illuminated: “What kind of space do gardens provide? Which themes are manifest in the gardens? What are essential qualities in the design of private open space?” The topics were broad in scope, with lectures by internationally renowned speakers who doubled as jury members for the award: classical beauty encountered unconventional cross-references from the cultural theory perspective, contextual staged gardens met landscape collages. The speakers are acclaimed garden designers and cultural theorists, who are distinguished by their specific approaches to gardens. Gisela Steinlechner’s contribution, entitled “The Private Garden – Exploring a Milieu”, linked studies in cultural theory studies on historical references in contemporary gardens. The lecture “The Syntax of Encrypted Language”, given by the landscape architect and artist Topher Delaney – whose office is in San Francisco – focused on the artistic and biographical approach to making and intervening in gardens. Eelco Hooftman, Dutch by birth and co-founder of GROSS.MAX in Edinburgh revealed his office’s theoretical background: “Lust for Life”. The symposium’s final speaker was the landscape architect Christopher Bradley-Hole – author of the classic book “The Minimalist Garden”. His talk, entitled “Making Modern Gardens through Interpretation and Abstraction” demonstrated a tangible approach to the design of private open spaces and provided some insight into his new book “Making the Modern Garden”, which will be published soon. Anna Detzlhofer – landscape architect, Vienna – moderated the symposium.

private plots & public spots 2007 took place for the second consecutive year. This garden architecture event is international in scope and was initiated by Natur im Garten – Verein Lebensqualität – Land Niederösterreich (DI Thomas Uibel, Thomas Balluch) Representative Mag. Wolfgang Sobotka. The concept, idea and realization are the brainchild of the interdisciplinary Team private plots (Dr. Karin Standler, landscape architecture, Vienna – Linz; DI Robert Froschauer, architecture Vienna – Linz; and DI Andrea Heistinger, horticulture, Schiltern). Team private plots will take on the challenge to foster the international discussion on private open space again in 2008. The submission for 2008 will end on the 2nd of June 2008 and the award ceremony and symposium private plots & public spots 2008 will be held on the 27th of September 2008.
More information at:

www.privateplots.at
info@privateplots.at
Project Management: Office Landscape Architecture Karin Standler, Seidengasse 13/3, A-1070Wien, Austria-Europe, fon +43 69913554566, www.standler.at, email: office@standler.at
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